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 1) missionary activity to non-believers and those 
who live in religious indifference 

 

 2) catechesis  for those who choose the Gospel and 
for those preparing for sacraments of initiation 
 

 3) ongoing formation of the Christian faithful into 
mature faith within the Christian community 

 



 A specific emphasis  . . .  

 to welcome back to the Lord’s Table all those who are 
absent 
 they are greatly missed  

 they are needed to build up the Body of Christ 

 

This absence brings to mind  

1. breaches in the unity of our families 

2. personal emptiness 

3. deep need for reconciliation 

 

 

 



 Parishes need to be places that  
 welcome 

 nurture 

 and mentor  . . . those on the path to return 

 

 Evangelization  
 depends on those who are committed to the church 

 a commitment lived out in parish communities 

 high importance of the laity in evangelization 

 

 

 

 



 Catholics stop celebrating Mass because 
 Busy schedules or lack of time 

 Have family responsibilities 

 Have health problems or disabilities 

 Conflicts with work 

 Do not believe missing Mass is a sin 

 Believe that they are not very religious 

 

 

 

 

 In other words, they have drifted away 
due to the busyness of modern life and to 
a changing culture 

Sacraments Today: 

Belief and Practice 

among U.S. 

Catholics 

2001 CARA Study 



Societal factors:  secularism, materialism, individualism 
 

Parish factors:  ??? 



 How have individuals developed an image of church . . . 
and a religious self-image, in which  

 
 constraints of time  

 pressures of family  

 pressures of and work 

 issues of health 

 etc. 

 

cause them to move away from celebration of the 
Eucharist and being part of the Eucharistic community? 
 



 Those who gather at the 
Lord’s Table must be 
engaged in and 
transformed by their 
experience of Church. 

 The possibility of an 
encounter with the 
person of Jesus is 
available to everyone. 

 



 living “explicit lives of discipleship” 

 being attuned to the work of the Holy Spirit within the 
Christian community 

 providing formed disciples who accompany those who 
are returning 

 hearing the core of the gospel message and being 
impacted by it in a significant way 

 

 

 

 



 The God in whom we believe is a God we can 
personally know. 
 True discipleship demands a relationship. 



 Secure in their relationship with Jesus Christ 

 Able to articulate that relationship 

 Accompany those who are returning 

 Guide them throughout their journey 



 Gospel message is preached 

 Individuals are given the opportunity to acknowledge 
and then grow in a relationship with Jesus 

 

 Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice 
or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a 
person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive 
direction.  Pope Benedict XVI 



 Horizon – the limit of what one 
knows and is interested in. 

Beyond horizon . . .does 

not  know, has no desire 

to know, does not even 

know that it exists 

Horizon 



 Conversion entails a radical shift of 
in horizon. 

What in our current RE 

experience motivates 

children and parents to 

look beyond their current 

horizon? 

Ongoing Conversion 



 is the only way to stop this “drifting away. 

 

 

 Catechists  
 assist this gradual and lifelong process of conversion  

 foster and sustain an evangelizing culture of witness 

 


